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Foraser Prime Minister Sa'dallah Jabri's worsening relations with President 
Qmwatli, a subject of gossip since carly lest sumer and common knowledge 25X1X6 - 
since the evacuation celebration, came to eo head during the Deussous riots 

of mid-November 1946. +1 


dabri had not hesitsted to express his oondammeation of the weak ed vacil~ 
lating attitude adopted by President Quewatii and most members of the govern- 
ment; the following sequence of events took place in Woveaber, ending in 

the change of government. 


Upon entering a macting of the wikhtars (ward doseses) of Demascus, corvoked 
by Quewatli during the rioting, Prine Minister Jabri wes epeniy rebuffed by 
the President. Jebri left the meeting, thereupaa- end, changing his 

plans, took a plane for the Areb League nectings in Cairo. Upon’ arriving in 
that city, he retired to his hotel room, but later went to Aloxendria, stating 


that he wae gravely i211 and unable to ‘return to Damascus. 


In the absence of the Prine Minister, President Quewatli's personal henchmen 
in the government, together with the redical opposition in Parliement, deter- 
mined upon a change of governasnt end to inetall a Prime Minieter who would be 
close to the President and acceptable to the opposition. It was only necessary 
to secure the cooperation of Khalid ‘Ams, Winister of National Economy, and of 


Wikheil ytyen, Minister of Public Works. 


taem end Ilyan were persuaded to resign with the rest of the Cabinet, on the 
promise of the Premiership for ‘Ami. However, it was intended, according to 
gource, that 'Azm, once out of the Cabinet, should be shelved end Sabri ‘Asali, 
Minister of the Interior, named as Prime Minister. 


The goverment, scoordingly, resigned without the prior knowledge of Prine Min- 
ister Jabri. ‘the plot to instell ‘Aseli, close friend of President Quewatli, 
was, however, wrecked by a sudden personal feud botween 'Aseli and the President, 
It was reported to ‘Asali that the President had criticized some of thaali'ts 
habits, such as drinking and gembling, at which ‘Asali retorted with the im- 
plication that without him Qurwetli would not have been President. 
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7. resident Quwwatli, thereupon, renounced the candidacy of ‘Aseli 
and urped dabri to return and to re-farm the povernment. Upon the 
iatter‘a piqued refusal, Queweatli summoned Jamil Mardes Hey, and 
Marden. with muoh difficulty, aucceeded in bringing together the 
Present scoeiition of all interests, except ‘Asali and the Khalid 
[Arm peroup. 


Vounent of enother, reliable, source: 

Faregraphe 4 <- 7 would acom to have been confirmed by the fact that 
tha Merdem Government haa the aupport (or, at least, the soquiescence) 
in Parliament of the former radical opposition, while the new oppo~ 
sition is formed by tAsali and the Khalid ‘Asm ~ Mikhail Ilyan group. 
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